Christ Church Weeklye News 14t pecember 2025
Parish of The Lye and Stambermill

From the Editor’s Den
Wrap Up!
e This familiar seasonal advice is becoming common again
as unseasonally mild temperatures inevitably yield to colder
‘ ones and winter advances. But as Christmas approaches
there is another kind of wrapping going on — those gifts and
presents for family and friends which all need preparing.

Wrapped with love

We try to imagine what the recipient will think of not only the gift
but also the love shown by being wrapped. But while wrapping,
could it perhaps remind you of that greatest of all wrapped gifts...

Luke’s Gospel describes the way that Mary, the miraculous babe’s
mother, “wrapped the child in cloths and placed Him in a manger.”
(2:7) What love and care is lavished on a gift as precious as this.
Perhaps our own Christmas gift-wrapping sessions can be an
opportunity to reflect on the Love in which we are wrapped.

Contrast that with the wrapping He was to receive at the end:
“Joseph of Arimathea asked for Jesus’ body. Then he took it down,
wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb.” (23: 52,53)

Unwrapped

Yet we could give joyful thought to the significance of our
discarded wrappings after opening our presents: “Simon Peter
went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there,
as well as the cloth that had been wrapped round Jesus’ head.”
(John 20:6,7). Those discarded wrappings

were proof of His wondrous Resurrection.

Try to think of that on Boxing Day!  GD.

Text for the Week
This verse is from today’s Bible Reading: John, chapter 1:

%The true light that gives light to everyone was

coming into the world. ' He was in the world, }
and though the world was made through Him, “

the world did not recognise Him.

ROOT 66: A Bible Treasure Trail
Site 32: Jonah
Can you find which chapter includes this prayer?

In my distress | called to the Lord, and
He answered me. From deep in the
realm of the dead | called for help, and
You listened to my cry.
You hurled me into the depths, into the
very heart of the seas, and the currents
swirled about me;

all Your waves and breakers swept over me.

| said, “| have been banished from Your sight; yet | will look

again towards Your holy temple.”
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PREVIEWS, POINTERS & PRAYER

Items for this page to the Administrator by Thursday morning please

&~ PLEASE NOTE: The church office
will be closed this Tuesday and closed
throughout Christmas week and New Year week.
Previews
6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video: The Sacrifice System
6.30pm Youth Group for secondary school ages
Thursday 1.30pm-4.00pm The ‘Jesus’ film — see below

Next Sunday 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight &
Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight Communion
Christmas Day 10.30am Informal worship together

Pointers

An Open Invitation — Free Film Here

§ Thursday afternoon in the Hall: The Jesus Film.
1.30—4pm Come and see the Biblical drama film
depicting the life of Christ, following the account in
Luke’s Gospel, with a voice-over narration used
occasionally throughout the film for background
information on the characters and events.

Prayer

Cards and Care

Pray for friends and family as you receive their cards from c@
them in the post and for everyone you mail to. Give thanks for

the relationship you have with them and for the blessings they w
have been to you — that you may still be a blessing to them.

For daily suggestions see this week’s diary here . . .

Today
14" December

10.30am Christingle Service
1.00pm Romanian Church

6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video
6.30pm Youth Group

Pray for newcomers and visitors to church

10am-12pm O.M. Ladies Refugee Project

Monday 7.00pm Online Prayer Group
Pray for members of the PCC
(Church Office Closed)
Tuesday
Pray for our Administrator and volunteers
10.00am Lion Club
Wednesday
Pray for leaders and our church groups
Thursday 2.00pm The ‘Jesus’ Film — all invited w
Pray for external groups meeting here
11am-12.30pm Open Door
] 12.00pm Midday Carols and Mince Pies
Friday 12.30-1.30pm Warm Place
Pray for staff of CPAS and Diocese
Saturday
Pray for our vicar Glen, Angela and Hazel
Next 10.30am Holy Communion 6
Sunday 1.00pm Romanian Church

21t December
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6.30pm Carols by Candlelight
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