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From the Editor’s Den

Being Ordinary

Do you sometimes wish you were important or more clever (— or
should that be ‘cleverer?) Would that enable us to match up to
those brainy or more famous types? A quick review of some of
those ‘important’ people soon reminds us that it's no guarantee of
living wisely or well. It's not intellectual, financial or status factors
which guarantee good attitudes but character.

Where does ‘character’ come from? It's more than ‘personality’
because it involves our priorities in life — our values and goals.
These, in turn, come from our beliefs; what we believe about what
is true and right or wrong dictates how we live morally — our spirit.
This is why high-flyers like VIPs, business moguls or celebrities so
often fail to live up to our expectations of their morality and ethics.

Being Extraordinary

What'’s the secret of living better? Jesus provides the answer by
saying that ordinary folk are more likely to recognise God’s ways
than the privileged or self-important types. In Matthew 10 he says:

24“| praise you, Father ... because you have hidden these things
from the wise and clever; 2° and have revealed these things to
those who are like children.”

This parallels his other famous quote, that it's “easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter
the Kingdom of God.” (Matthew 9:24)

Whether leader or led, even ‘lay’ or ordained,
being ordinary helps us see things as God
does — just keep focussed on His Truth. GD.

Text for the Week
These verses are from today’s Bible Reading: 1Timothy chapter 5

Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him .
as if he were your father. Treat younger men as ‘Q
brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger

women as sisters, with absolute purity.

ROOT 66: A Bible Treasure Trail

Site 24: Jeremiah
Can you find which middle chapter starts with this imagery?

“This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord:
‘Go down to the potter’s house, and there | will give you
my message.’

So | went down to the potter’s house, and |
saw him working at the wheel. But the pot he
was shaping from the clay was marred in his
hands; so the potter formed it into another
pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.”
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PREVIEWS, POINTERS & PRAYER

Items for this page to the Administrator by Thursday morning please

Previews

6.30pm Evening Fellowship Group: Genesis chapter 3.
6.30pm Youth Group: for secondary school age.

Tuesday, 7.00pm-9.30pm. ALPHA Taster —

A chance to discuss questions about the faith over a light meal.
If you have any family, friends or acquaintances who may be
interested, please invite them. Book either on the church website
or by contacting Rachel in the church office. Liz Shaw

The Christian Institute: Grace and Truth meetings being held at
either: Birmingham, Tuesday 11" November, 7.30pm—8.45pm, or
Wolverhampton, Wednesday 12" November, 7.30pm—-8.45pm.

This non-denominational, Biblically-based organisation has, for
over 30 years, been standing up for Christian truth in the public
sphere, challenging new laws and defending Christians and groups
under threat by changing legislation. See leaflets in the Foyer: This
year’s topics: Assisted suicide, Gambling and Conversion Therapy.

Pointers

Life In Lye Group

For a comprehensive report on recent wide-ranging activities and
current discussions, please ask Rachel in the church office for a
link. Next meeting: Thurs. 6th November, 1:00-3:00 (venue tba).

Prayer

Pray for this week’s special evening meetings . . .
PCC on Monday and Tuesday’s Alpha ‘Taster’.

For daily suggestions see this week’s diary . . .

Today
19t October

10.30am Holy Communion
11.00am Zimbabwean Church
12.00pm Romanian Church

6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video
6.30pm Youth Group

Pray for newcomers and visitors to church

10am-12pm O.M. Ladies Refugee Project

Monday 7.00pm Online Prayer Group
8.00pm PCC Meeting
Pray for members of the PCC
Tuesday 7.00pm-9.30pm ALPHA Taster Evening
Pray for our Administrator and volunteers
10.00am Lion Club
Wednesday
Pray for leaders and our church groups
Thursday
Pray for external Groups using the Church
11am—1pm Open Door
Friday 12.00pm Midday Worship
Pray for staff of CPAS and Diocese
Saturday
Pray for our vicar Glen, Angela and Hazel
10.30am Service of the Word
11.00am Zimbabwean Church
Next 12.00pm Romanian Church
Sunday

6.30pm Evening Worship Video
6.30pm Youth Group
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