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Parish of The Lye and Stambermill

From the Editor’s Den
Shy Saints
How many of us feel shy about showing our faith in front of others?
The attitudes and behaviour of those around us don’t always
match our own, leaving us with a dilemma about whether to
stand out as different, maybe even risk being labelled a ‘kill-joy’.

Standing out in a crowd

We are by nature (created) to want social acceptance, to be
treated as a friend and to ‘belong’ — one of those levels of “human
needs” according to Maslow. Being different presents a challenge,

so it can feel preferable just to retreat — like our shy stick-man!

Standing up for ourselves

It takes determination (and practice) to be a witness for our

Saviour — who in turn will stand up for us when it really matters:
“Whoever acknowledges Me before others, | will also
acknowledge before My Father in heaven” (Matthew 10:32).

Standing up for Him

In the next verse Jesus warns that the alternative is not an option:
“Whoever disowns me before others, | will disown before my
Father in heaven” (Matthew 10:33).

In Revelation 3:5 Jesus sends a message to the ’dead church’ of

Sardis where just a few of the faithful remained, saying:
“The one who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in white.
I will . . . acknowledge him before my Father and His angels”.

Q. Somewhere on the back page is a shy
stick-man hiding . . . can you find him?
(You can just see part of his head and arm.)

Text for the Week
These verses are from today’s Bible Reading: Hebrews 11:29-12:3

39 They were all commended for their faith, yet none of
them received what had been promised, 4° since God
had planned something better for us, so that only
together with us would they be made perfect.

ROOT 66: A Bible Treasure Trail
Site 15: Ezra
Which chapter starts with this brave gathering?

“When the seventh month came and the Israelites had
settled in their towns, the people assembled together as
one in Jerusalem. Then Joshua son of Jozadak and his
fellow priests and Zerubbabel son of

Shealtiel and his associates began to build

the altar of the God of Israel to sacrifice burnt

offerings on it, in accordance with what is

written in the Law of Moses the man of

God, despite fear of the tribes around them.

* PLEASE NOTE *
This week the Church Office will

Church Administrator | ¢ be CLOSED on Wednesday.
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PREVIEWS, POINTERS & PRAYER

Items for this page to the Administrator by Thursday morning please

Previews
6.30pm Evening Video Fellowship: “Crucified With Christ”

Tuesday 19" ‘Campanology!’
If you'd like to hear the church bells, they will be ringing on
Tuesday afternoon between 3.15pm and 4.00pm. Keep an ear out!/

Tuesday — Thursday Afternoons Activities on Rufford Field from
19th—21st August for Bible-based family fun, 1pm-4pm.

Pointers

Next Term for Early Years
Ages 9 months+ If you're a working parent/carer make sure
to register or renew by 31 August for 30 hours of funded childcare.
Time for Twos: 15hrs of funded childcare is available to families
on certain benefits. Tax-relief on childcare costs is available to
working families on Universal Credit (search: Childcare Choices).
4-11 year-olds could attend before & after school term-time child-
care. For more information on further local facilities telephone:
01384 814398 or email: fis.cs@dudley.gov.uk.

Prayer 35'2
They’re Moving In! LY | g 0

Our new vicar, Rev. Glen Ruffle, his wife Angela and one-year-old
daughter Hazel expect to be moving from Geneva, Switzerland,
into the vicarage this week, their furniture arriving ahead of them.

o
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7 4 Glen won’t be ‘in post’ officially until after his Licensing on
./ Thursday 17" September, so please do not try to make
contact before then. Please allow them privacy to settle
in and adjust to their new home and situation privately
Meanwhile, do pray for their travel and final detail arrangements.

10.30am Holy Communion
12.00pm Zimbabwean Church

Today 1.00pm Romanian Church I
6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video
Pray for newcomers and visitors to church H
Monday 7.00pm Online Prayer Group
Pray for members of the PCC I
Tuesday
Pray for our Administrator and volunteers S
Wednesday
Pray for leaders and our church groups
Thursday W
Pray for external Groups using the Church
11am—-1pm Open Door
Friday 12.00pm Midday Worship E
Pray for staff of CPAS and the Diocese
Saturday
Pray for our vicar Glen, Angela and Hazel
10.30am Service of the Word K
Next 1.00pm R ian Church
Sunday .00pm Romanian Churc

6.30pm Evening Worship Video
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