christ church  Weeklye News 10th August 2025
Parish of The Lye and Stambermill

From the Editor’s Den

The Un-informed Fish

A keen fisherman once complained that he had read all the books
on how to fish — choosing his spot, selecting the bait, casting his
line and so on, but the fish just weren’t biting. The little girl he was
telling replied, “Perhaps the fish haven’t read the book.”

Jesus calls His disciples to be “fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19) but
we can feel we have the same problem as that well-informed
angler — people just don’t respond to our message the way they’re
supposed to; we can’t get through to them — they just don'’t see it.

They don’t see it

The answer is that it's not actually us who can convince them, but
a work of the Spirit by God through the Son who said: “He has sent
Me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for
the blind, to set the oppressed free” (Luke 4:18 from Isaiah 42:7)
— “blind” implying kept in the dark, spiritually blind-folded . . .

“Son of man, you are living among a rebellious people. They
have eyes to see but do not see and ears to hear but do not hear,
for they are a rebellious people” (Ezekiel 12:2).

We don’t see it all

Even believers can have blind spots and need to have our spiritual
eyes widened, like the disciples after the resurrection: “Then
Jesus opened their minds so they could understand the
Scriptures” (Luke 24:45). In Acts, a worshipper of God, Lydia, had
the Lord “open her heart to respond to Paul’'s message” (16:14).

“Open my eyes Lord, that | may see wonderful
things in Your teachings” (Psalm 119:18).

Text for the Week
This verse is from today’s Bible Reading: Hebrews 11: 1-16

6 Without faith it is impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists
and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.

ROOT 66: A Bible Treasure Trail
Site 14: 2Chronicles
Can you find which chapter starts with this royal visit?

“When the Queen of Sheba heard of Solomon’s fame,

she came to Jerusalem to test him with hard questions.
Arriving with a very great caravan — with
camels carrying spices, large quantities
of gold, and precious stones — she came
to Solomon and talked with him about all
she had on her mind. Solomon answered
all her questions; nothing was too hard
for him to explain to her.”
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PREVIEWS, POINTERS & PRAYER

Items for this page to the Administrator by Thursday morning please

Previews

6.30pm Sunday Evening Fellowship Video: Union with Christ
This week’s episode: “A New Creation”. Everyone welcome.

Every Friday 11.00am-1.00pm Open Door incl. Midday Service.

Tuesday 19"-Thursday 215t Rufford Summer Holiday Club
Three free afternoons of fun, games, crafts, music and Bible stories
with the theme “Fruits of the Spirit”. Children must be accompanied.
Helpers also welcome — contact Fred or Lacey Swartz for details.

Pointers
Lye Library — Activities this week: 17—15" August
Monday: 10.15-10.45: Rattle and Rhyme
Drop in after 11:00: Funny Frogs Craft
Tuesday: 11.00-2.00: Nintendo Switch & Spike Lego*
2.15-2.45: Baby time
Wednesday: Drop in after 11:00: Buzzing Bees Craft b"
Thursday: 10:30-11:00: Rattle and Rhyme \.
Friday: 11:00-15:00: Nintendo Switch and Spike Lego*
*(bookable)

Prayer
Ruthie Swartz shared with us last Sunday that she is preparing to
serve the Lord in Greece starting from this autumn. Please pray
for her preparations. If you'd like to receive her
newsletter there's a sign-up sheet in the
Tunnel; and if you'd like to donate towards her
ministry and living costs please scan the QR
Code (either here or on her Contact Sheet in
the Tunnel, which also has further details.)

10.30am Service of the Word
11.00am Zimbabwean Church

Today 12.00pm Romanian Church
6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video

Pray for newcomers and visitors to church

Monday 7.00pm Online Prayer Group
Pray for members of the PCC

Tuesday
Pray for our Administrator and volunteers

Wednesday

Pray for leaders and our church groups

Thursday
Pray for external Groups using the Church
11am-1pm Open Door

Friday 12.00pm Midday Worship

Pray for staff of CPAS and Diocese

Saturday
Pray for our vicar Glen, Angela and Hazel
10.30am Holy Communion

Next .
11.00am Zimbabwean Church
Sunday

12.00pm Romanian Church
6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video
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