Christ Church W@@MW@ NOUFS  1st June 2025
Parish of The Lye and Stambermill

From the Editor’s Den
Ascension Day (last Thursday)
| grew up in a small market town where families were either
‘church’ or ‘chapel’ (which never held midweek services). Once a
year on Ascension Day, our primary school closed for the morning
to allow its pupils to attend the service at the high Anglican church.
Those of us who were ‘chapel’ however, were allowed not to go —
we got a morning free to play in the street, which annoyed our
deputy head passing in her Ford ‘Pop’ on her way to the church.

It has to be said that the service was not particularly child friendly,
especially if you weren’t familiar with the Book of Common Prayer
or high church ritual; the building was dark and language remote.
At chapel we were used to a plainer service and knew to stand
only for hymns, so football in our quiet street was much more fun!

This was not as morally or spiritually damaging as our teachers
may have feared. Rather than observing a solemn act of worship,
for me at least, it was a way of celebrating — by being free and
happy on such a day to mark His glorious ascension and taking
His place on Heaven’s throne — a joyful occasion.

Solemnity and joy

These can make uncomfortable bedfellows; God is to be glorified
— He is awesome and ‘to be feared’ inwardly as well as celebrated
outwardly. We have both a personal relationship with our Lord and
also with our fellow believers, with whom Jesus Himself prayed for
us to be as one. (John 17:21)

Therefore encourage one another and
build each other up, just as in fact you
are doing. (1 Thessalonians 5:11)

Theme Prayer of the Week
Here is the Collect set for this Sunday:

/ The Seventh Sunday of Easter
Risen, ascended Lord,
as we rejoice at Your triumph,
fill Your Church on earth with power and compassion,
that all who are estranged by sin
may find forgiveness and know Your peace,
\to the glory of God the Father. /

g NEXT SUNDAY: Pentecost (Reading: Romans 8:14-17)

ROOT 66: A Bible Treasure Trail
Site 4: Numbers
What happens in the chapter starting with...

“Now the people complained about their
hardships in the hearing of the Lord,
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PREVIEWS, POINTERS & PRAYER
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PREVIEWS
6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video: The Last Supper

Next Sunday, 12.45pm. Community Litter Pick
A great way to get to know other members of our community and
show that we care both about individuals and how our town looks.

Housegroups can be great way for our church to meet together
informally in small groups for fellowship and support; so we are
inviting anyone who would like to join one to see the details in the
"Tunnel,’ to sign the sheet or let Chris Kent or Liz Shaw know.

Feedback Wanted: Parks and green spaces

Dudley Council wants to hear from people who use the
borough’s public open spaces.

Their forum meets twice a year to discuss issues like
footpaths and rights of way in the borough’s parks, green
spaces and nature reserves. It advises the council on how
public access to land in Dudley can be improved for visitors.
Dudley’s next Local Access Forum meeting will be held at
3 St. James’ Road, Dudley on Thursday 12 June, 1pm-3pm
Any residents interested in joining the Local Access Forum
should contact Dudley Council Plus on 0300 555 2345.
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PRAYER

Visa Application: Pray for Angela, wife of our future vicar
Glen, who is an American citizen, that her visa application
will go through in time for their move here before September

For daily suggestions see this week’s diary here...

10.30am Holy Communion
11.00am Zimbabwean Church

Today 12.30pm Romanian Church
1t June 6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video
6.30pm Youth Group
Pray for newcomers and visitors to church
10am-12pm OM Women’s Refugee Project
Monday 7.00pm Online Prayer Group
Pray for members of the PCC
Tuesday
Pray for our Administrator and volunteers
Wednesday 10.00am Lion Club
Pray for leaders and our church groups
Thursday 2.00pm Discovery Group
Pray for external Groups using the Church
11.00am-1.00pm Open Door
Friday 12.00pm Midday Worship
Pray for the Diocese as it seeks a new Bishop
Saturday
Pray for our new vicar Glen, Angela and baby
10.30am Service of the Word
11.00am Zimbabwean Church
Pentecost 12.30pm Romanian Church
Sunday 12.45pm Community Litter Pick

6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video
6.30pm Youth Group
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