Christ Church W@@MWQ NOTTS  6th April 2025
Parish of The Lye and Stambermill

From the Editor’s Den

Discerning God’s Will

As we consider who God is choosing to be our next vicar, we find
ourselves with a process which is both spiritual and secular. As
well as using spiritual discernment it is humanly necessary that,
like justice, it must ‘not only be done but seen to be done’. We
have to be rational and logical whilst also being open to God’s will.
How do we, in an interview, reconcile the tension of mind vs spirit?

Pre-Pentecost: The early church may give us a clue. In the first
chapter of Acts — before the Spirit had been given — the 11 used
the Old Testament method of finding God’s will by ‘casting lots’ to
choose Matthias as the replacement for the betrayer (1:24-28).

Post-Pentecost: After the Spirit has been given at Pentecost, the
method changes, as Paul explains in 1Corinthians 2:15,16:

The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but
such a person is not subject to merely human judgments . . . for
we have the mind of Christ.

In the mature Christian, the human mind is also a Spirit-led mind.
So, by Acts chapter 6, when appointing seven men to organise
care for the widows, the Twelve presented the men they discerned
as suitable, and only afterwards were prayers said and hands laid
on them; discernment was already in their (Spirit-filled) minds.

Pray for the Interviewers using Paul’s prayer in Colossians 1:9:

We continually ask God to fill you with the
knowledge of His will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives.

WORD Cloud of the week

Here is an interesting way to gain an overview of a Bible book.
In the diagram, the larger the words the more often they appear.
Look out for them when you read this New Testament letter.
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5.Joshua 1:9
"Have | not commanded you?
BIBLE TEXTS Be strong and courageous. Do not “Q‘
CoOuntDOwWN be afraid; do not be discouraged, \‘
for the LORD your God will be

with you wherever you go.”

“TOP TWENTY”

Source:
BibleStudyTools.com

Top 20 most popular Bible verses according to online search rankings.
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PREVIEWS, POINTERS & PRAYER

Items for this page to the Administrator by Thursday morning please

PREVIEWS
:Q'» 6.30 Evening Fellowship Video — not to be missed!
The Trinity — see last week’s newsletter insert for details.

Interview for Vicar
Monday 2.30pm: See the prayer section below.

Thursday 7.30pm Women's Muslim-Christian Dialogue Group .
Contact Sally Kent if you can attend this important meeting.

Electoral Roll forms and Contact Slips: have you returned yours?

Re-use and Recycle Event at St Michael’s Church, Norton on
Wednesday (9" April, 10am-3pm. They're happy to accept
small household items that are too good to throw away, not
furniture or white goods. You can find more guidance online at:
dudley.gov.uk/council-community/starting-over

Care for the Family has a spring tour "An Evening with Rob
Parsons" (founder) and is coming to Halesowen on 8" May.
If interested see the flyers in the church foyer for more details.
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Prayer

Interview for Vicar

Pray for the applicant and the interview panel, consisting of our two
parish reps (Stefan Inglin and Graham Dyer); the Bishop of Dudley
(also Acting Bishop of Worcester); the Archdeacon of Dudley and
Mike Duff, head of CPAS our patron, responsible for finding
candidates for us and for some other evangelical C of E churches.

Ask God to speak clearly through his Holy Spirit before and during
tomorrow’s interview, to reveal His will for both candidate and Lye.

For daily suggestions see this week’s diary here...

10.30am Holy Communion
12.00pm Romanian Church

Today
6t April 4.30-8.00pm Youth Alpha Holy Spirit session
6.30-8.00pm Evening Fellowship Video
Pray for newcomers and visitors to church
10am-12pm OM Women’s Refugee Project
Monday 2.30pm INTERVIEW for Vicar
7.00pm Online Prayer Group
Pray for members of the PCC
Tuesday Pray for our Administrator and volunteers
10.00am Lion Club
Wednesday
Pray for leaders and our church groups
7.30pm-9pm Women's Muslim-Christian
Thursday Dialogue Group
Pray for external Groups using the Church
11.00am-1.00pm Open Door
Friday 12.00pm Midday Worship
Pray for staff of CPAS and Diocese
Saturday Pray for prospective our vicar
10.30am Service of the Word
11.00am Zimbabwean Church
Sunday 12.00pm Romanian Church
13" April

6.30pm Evening Fellowship
6.30pm (No Youth Group)
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