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From the Editor’s Den

The Enemy Meddles

When the church faces new opportunities in ministry or moves of
the Spirit, the Devil will want to slow it down or undermine its work.
As we look forward to the possibility of finding new leadership, he
will be trying to derail our common purpose or fellowship. One of
the ways he might do this is to create discord by meddling with our
communications and creating misunderstandings.

Unity is a key part of the life of any church fellowship and we thank
God for the love and common purpose we have all shared during
our period of vacancy so far. To quote St. Paul in prison:

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one
another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:2,3)

The Victors’ Medals

As believers and therefore Christ’'s own redeemed people, we are
already on the winning side; victory is assured even if we may
continue to face battles. If we recognise our enemy’s work we can
resist him, then he will flee! (James 4:7) and we can say with Paul:

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. (1Corinthians 15:57) (cf. Isaiah 35:9b,10)
And our reward is more than a medal — it's a crown! (James 1:12)

So when that passing comment, odd email,
or frustrating announcement takes you
aback, don’t react in haste; take time to
communicate in love and grace — and pray.

WORD Cloud of the week

Here is an interesting way to gain an overview of a Bible book.
In the diagram, the larger the words the more often they appear.
Look out for them when you read this New Testament letter.
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“TOP TWENTY” | 1 Matthew 28:19 “Therefore
BIBLE TEXTS go and make disciples of all
CoOuntDown nations, baptizing them in the

Source: name of the Father and of the
BibleStudyTools.com Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Top 20 most popular Bible verses according to online search rankings.
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PREVIEWS, POINTERS & PRAYER

Items for this page to the Administrator by Thursday morning please

Previews

Today 6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video: Part 3 of Sinclair B.

Ferguson’s ‘Who is the Holy Spirit?’ — “The Spirit of the Lord”.

Alternatively, a link to the program is on our Facebook page. 0

Remember also that Christ Church has its own website with
¥ a ‘Resources’ page where you can find previous newsletters.

Monday 8.00pm PCC Meeting

Pointers

Lye Library Reopens The ‘Click & Collect’ facility at Christ Church
has now ended as the refurbished Lye Library reopens this week.
They have thanked us for our hospitality since the start of Autumn.

External Vacancy Bethel Chapel in Hill Street, Lye, is seeking a
Caretaker/General Maintenance Person (closing date is imminent:
Monday 20th.) If you know of someone who might be interested,
details are in the foyer and on our Christ Church Facebook page.

Prayer
PCC meets tomorrow (Monday) evening. Please pray for us as we
continue to deal with practical and spiritual matters for 2025.

The Men's Muslim-Christian Dialogue Group is meeting this
Tuesday (21st) at 7.30pm in the hall. Please see Chris Kent if
you can join them or for details of how you can support in prayer.

FazBuzz The latest newsletter from our mission partners in Malawi,
Helen and Megumi Fazakerley, is now available in the foyer.

Today
19t January

10.30am Holy Communion

6.30pm Evening Fellowship Video
6.30pm Youth Alpha

Pray for newcomers and visitors to church

7.00pm Online Prayer Group

Monday 8.00pm PCC Meeting
Pray for members of the PCC
Tuesday 7.30pm Men's Muslim-Christian Dialogue
Group
Pray for our Administrator and volunteers
Wednesday 10.00am Lion Club
Pray for leaders and our church groups
Thursday
Pray for external Groups using the Church
1lam-2pm Warm Place
Friday 12.00pm Midday Worship
Pray for staff of CPAS and Diocese
Saturday
Pray for prospective vicar applicants
10.30am Service of the Word
Next 12.45pm Litter Pick
Sunday

6.30pm Evening Worship Video
6.30pm Youth Alpha
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