WORD Cloud of the week

In the diagram, the larger the words the more often they appear.
Try looking out for them as you read through 2Samuel — perhaps
‘came’ and ‘went’ (as last week!).
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Source: BlueLetter Bible / Apps & Tools / Free Social Tools.
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From the Editor’s Den
(and Wikipedia)

Dandled on Mothering Sunday
This special day seems to have a long history. From the Middle
Ages it had been customary on the fourth Sunday of Lent for folk
to visit the church where they were baptised as infants — ‘mother
church’. This coincides with Mid-Lent Sunday, a day of resting
from fasting, once known as ‘Refreshment Sunday’.

As far back as the 8™ century early church liturgy included several
references and metaphors for mothers, The prime example is
probably Isaiah 66, where Jerusalem and its temple give birth
suddenly and without going through labour pains (v.6-7). Like a
mother, her offspring would then find comfort and sustenance:

“I will extend peace to (Jerusalem) like a river, and the wealth
of nations like a flooding stream; you will feed and be carried on
her arm and dandled (bounced) on her knees.” (v.12).

Visiting one’s ‘mother church’ continued through the Reformation
and in the mid-1800s could involve cathedrals — including our own:

“Every Midlent Sunday is a great day at Worcester, when all the
children and godchildren meet at the head of the family and have
a feast. They call it the Mothering-day. (Richard Symonds, 1859).

In 1913 the Mothering Sunday Movement emerged, promoted by
author Constance Penswick Smith, by which time servant girls
were given the day off to visit their own mothers.

Unfortunately, the term has been somewhat
commercialised as ‘Mothers Day’ — so let’s
not forget it's valuable spiritual significance!



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constance_Penswick_Smith

PREVIEWS, PRAISE & PRAYER

Previews
Electoral Roll

The deadline for new applications is 315t March (Easter Sunday).
The revised Roll will then be displayed until the AGM (215t April).

Police Surgery
Just turn up at Lye Library on Wednesday 13th March, 10.30-11.30

Green Bin Collections
Dudley Borough residents need to sign up online for this year’s
collections for which there will be an annual charge from April.

Praise
Community Clean-Up

Sunday 17th March, 12.45 at Christ Church. Everyone welcome.
No need to book, but if you have any questions please phone
01384 816256 or email: healthycommunities@dudley.gov.uk.

Prayer
Prayer Requests

Pray for Carol Smith recovering from a hip replacement.
For daily suggestions see this week’s diary opposite . . .

Prayer ‘Walk’
Pray for this group of roads this week:

Hill Street (20 homes) King Stree (50) S
Park Street (52) Bank Street (12) \'

Fletcher Street (27) Star Street (47)
Pearson Street (30) Wollescote School

Would you like us to start an actual parish Prayer-Walking
group? Please let us know if you would like to lead or join one.

10.30am Service of the Word

T
10tholsla>r/ h 6.30pm Evening Worship
arc 6.30pm Youth Group
Pray for newcomers and visitors to church
Monday 6.30pm Online Prayer Group
Pray for members of the PCC
Tuesday
Pray for our Administrator and volunteers
10.00am Lion Club
Wednesday 7.30pm PCC Vacancy Meeting
Pray for leaders and our church groups
am/pm CAB (by appointment only)
Thursday
Pray for external Groups using the Church
11.00am Open Door
_ 12.00pm Midday Worship
Friday 12.30pm Warm Place
Pray for staff of CPAS and Diocese
Saturday
Pray for prospective vicar applicants
10.30am Holy Communion
Next
Sunday 6.30pm Evening Worship
17t March 6.30pm Youth Group

Bible Reading: John 3:1-21
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